
  Ballotpalooza Watch Party

 

Host Guide 
North Carolina is pivotal in this election. The 
nation turns its eyes to us and we must respond 
with higher voter turnout than ever before.  With 
Election Day fast approaching, we need everyone 
to get involved, right away, to make sure every 
voter knows how, where and when to vote. 

That’s why people all over the state are hosting virtual Ballotpalooza Watch Parties 
— to invite friends, families and neighbors to learn and take action.  Together, we 
can strengthen our democracy and ensure 2020 elections are safe and fair. 

How to use this guide 
This guide has everything you need to host a successful virtual party no matter 
where you or your guests live.  Use it to plan everything from inviting guests to 
getting everyone ready to watch the live webinar or a video recording and then have 
a group discussion. 

About the Organizers  
Ballotpalooza is organized by the North Carolina Election Protection Task Force, 
AMP america.org, the Raleigh-Apex NAACP, the Center for Common Ground, You 
Can Vote and other organizations that educate and mobilize voters, and fight for 
fair and secure elections. 
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Let’s get planning 

Inviting Guests 

First, be clear about your goals for inviting them — by bringing together people 
from your community who are concerned about fair elections and making sure every 
eligible voter can vote, you can help them get informed, engaged and started 
making a big difference, right away! 

Share with your invitees why we are presenting Ballotpalooza: 
• There is wide concern for community of color voters who face converging 

challenges from COVID-19, misinformation and expanding attacks on their 
access to voting. 

• Every one of us can make a difference if we understand how and where to vote, 
and how to help others. 

• Ballotpalooza Organizers and Co-Hosts have highly effective Get Out The Vote 
actions underway that need volunteers. 

There are three big “asks” for each of your guests  PLEDGE+PLAN+ACT 
1. Pledge to vote AND make a plan for how and when you will vote.   
2. Make sure all your family members and friends do the same (pledge and 

plan) and share information you learn from the Ballotpalooza program and 
resources. 

3. Volunteer to Get Out the Vote with one of your local organizations. 

Before your Ballotpalooza Watch Party 

Hosting a virtual party is simple because your guests are all participating from 
their own homes!   

All you need to do is make sure they have: 
• the correct start time 
• internet access and a computer, tablet or smartphone  
• the link to the live streaming event or the video recording and to the post-

webinar discussion (see After the House Party) 

There’s an invitation template in Resources, below, which you can cut and paste 
into an email and personalize. After the program, discussion! 
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There are various ways you can have a post-webinar discussion with your guests to 
talk about what they learned, key takeaway messages, and how to take action.  

• Set up your own online discussion!  
• zoom.com offers free accounts.  Just set up a meeting to begin 

immediately after the webinar or whenever is convenient and invite your 
guests using the invitation provided by your Zoom account.  They can log 
in for your post-webinar discussion.  Note that Zoom limits these meetings 
to 40 minutes. 

• Use other platforms, like Skype Video Chat or Instagram Group Video 
Chat — or set up a teleconference. 

Remember the “asks” for your guests — PLEDGE+PLAN+ACT 
1. Pledge to vote AND make a plan for how and when you will vote.   
2. Make sure all your family members and friends do the same (pledge and 

plan) and share information you learn from the Ballotpalooza program and 
resources. 

3. Volunteer to Get Out the Vote with one of your local organizations. 

 

Resources 

Links 

Ballotpalooza videostreaming link will be provided in the website link. 

Ballotpalooza website link:  https://grassrootsep.org/ballotpalooza 

Zoom videoconferencing information:  http://zoom.com/  
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Guest Invitation Template (personalize it!) 

Hi, 

North Carolina needs to produce record voter turnout this year!  So, on October 14th, the 
NC Election Protection Task Force and others are presenting Ballotpalooza, a statewide 
grassroots interfaith, intersectional and multiracial event to kick off the Early Voting 
period with one message -- your vote is your power, so vote early and have your ballot 
counted before Election Day.    

I’m hosting a virtual watch party and I want you to join.  Ballotpalooza is a positive and 
welcoming program, weaving entertainment with education on voting safely and securely.   

We all need to stop yelling at the television and learn how we can take action and make a 
difference! 

We’ll each watch the webinar in the comfort (and safety) of our own homes and then have a 
group discussion, right after or at another time that is more convenient for our group..  I’ll 
send links and other information, soon.   

The online is ninety minutes, from 6:30 to 8:00 pm Eastern on October 14th. 

Are you in?  Let me know, right away! 
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